Patliputra today celebrates the victory of Emperor Ashoka. Ina |
large hall the emperor sits on a high throne. Ontwo sides sit his
ministers, state-priest, commander-in-chief, otherdignitaries and
thousands of citizens. Amessenger enterswitha l&tterina tray
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| From Avantiprince &
Kunal sends his

flf homage to his

father.
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After sometime the secretary brought
the letter. The Emperor read it and added a
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{educate the
prince).
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Thomhe put s sealon o ter.

# Kunal was the son of Emperor Ashoka's deceased senior queen. On her death-bed, the
emperor had promised her that Kunal will be his successor, Tishyarakshita and other queens
wanted to kill Kunal. Aware of this, the emperor shifted Kunal, away from Patliputra, to Avanti
for security reasons.

| the collyrium from her eyelids put a black dot
| on the emperor's message.”

It was meal-time. Leaving the letter the
emperor left for the dining room. Queen
Tishyarakshita looked around and found
herself alone. She took a needle and with

;

the dining room.




Emperor Samprati.

[ After sometime the emperor sent his letter | [The minister composed himself and read the
with the messenger. When at Avanti the | letter —@F =

minister read the letter he was taken aback. | | e,
Kunal inquired —
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Uncle, is there some | [
bad news ? You have |
just become quiet after| |

about the message
from my father.

1 (Blindthe
A prince.)

r_It became the talk of the town —

Lagl| Y/ Hey ! Did you hear that on an

Ll order from his father the prince |
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Itis my duty to obey my ' 5
father. Bring iron needles

1, B has blinded himself, o
and make me blind. 5.
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mperor Ashoka

cannot give such |
i order. How can a father |

issue and order to
{5 blind his own son?
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Kunal took hot iron needies in his hands and| | “°i°F R Y (S \

piercedhis own ayas/
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# Queen Tishyarakshita had changed ‘Adhiyatam' Kumara 2
to "Andhiyatam Kumarah',




Emperor Samprati
Afew days latera I'I'IESE«E nger came to Emperer | The Emperor was shocked when the messenger

Ashoka with the npews — showed him the letter — .
- ' Who changed
order, Prince adhiyatam to
Kunal has andhiyatam and

blinded
himsell.

when? Who is this
unknown enemyr

Emperor Ashoka was overwhelmed with somow.

[ In Avanti blind Kunal grew up L under loving care of governess Sunanda. In the isolation imposed by
bhndneee he made Taanpura® his companion. When alone he would play Taanpura and sing devo-
| tional sen 5.

saviour of the
world. Hail the
Detached one,

the source of |

Jai Adinath the \

Sunande S hemage to Emperer
shokavardhan. Prince Kunal is 20
years old. He leads a quiet life
worshipping the Lord. | humbly
submit that if married to a suitable
princess, he will once again
experience joys of life.

# A Sitar-like musical instrument, ™
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