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= TR was filled with unusual activity. The maids were rushing around.
KUNIK The queen had st gven bith 1.2 on. She became evous the

25 moment she saw the face of the new bom. She called her maid—

Priyamvada! This child is ominous. In \
the form of a son he is the enemy of the
King. Take him away and throw him on

some distant garbage heap. | don't
fo see his face.

The maid followed the queen’s instructions. She left the child on a garbage heap at the back of the palace. As she
turned to leave, King Shrenik arrived there from his rnumrng watIL He saw a woman furtively gmng tuwnrd

thapalm He shouted— E.(l' v f’ l;r 1";’"} i

"IV/ }, . 2%y 2 W
’..- l‘. . \ - : 'II . ‘I >
s : | A . ‘ & 7 .W_l' ] I

l

The maid trembled with fear.
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On coming near, the king recognized the meid. When he repimanded
for her questionable behaviour, the nervous maid revealed the fnth—

The maid took the king near the garbage heap.
Shrenik rushed, picked up the infant and kissed

| Queen Chelna has given
birth to a son.... and her
order is to throw the
child on a garbage

;’X Sire! Have mercy on me!\

him. When he saw the finger of the wailing child
he exclai

/

/ Oh! a hen has pecked
his finger, it is
bleeding.

Shrenik took the child to Cheina's paiace and questioned her
about this cruel deed, The queen said in choked voice—

f
1

| When Shrenk came to see his son a few days later, he found
that the wounded finger had swollen with pus and the child

l; Sire! The child who insflls the
desire 1o eat theflesh fromhis 3 o
faher's heat, the momenthe s JEI%H‘
conceived, s sure fo become the -‘

Queen! You
should not pay
heed to such

| give the child all |

instances. Please J

was crying. He at once look the finger in his mouth and

| sucked out the pus. The queen was surprised /ﬁ-

7/~ Sire! Such affection for this child. You

S 1\ are great. Only as a frut of some pious dee
\ one gets a father like you
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The child was named Ashok Chandra but due to his wounded

finger every one called him Kunik'. Alter Kunik, Chelna gave

birth 1o two other sons who were named Halla and Vihalla. When

they grew up, the three princes were sent to a “Gurukul schaol.
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One afternoon three lunch-boxes full of
saffron laddus® were sent to the school. The
servants first gave a box to Kunik and then to
Halla and Vihalla. Kunik tasted his laddu—
s ¢ W Ittastesa 3

sl little odd. It is §

h |

senas— | 7 Who sent
| | . these?

When he found the same mistake next cay also, he asked the

<)
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Gradually a feeling of dislike clouded Kunik's mind. Even in insignificant
matters he felt as if his father hated him and loved his younger brothers.

No! Not at all. Mother cannot
do this, | am sure father
has asked for this

# Kunik = one with a cut finger. 3
## Ball shaped sweels.
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